DID YOU KNOW FACTS

Did You Know?
We’re still the homeless capital of the nation, with 48,000 people homeless every night. 40% are women and children.
What United Way is Doing

We’re working with homeless partners across the county to end homelessness. Last year, we helped almost 4,000 individuals and families move into permanent supportive housing.
What You Can Do

$60 a month helps a homeless family move off the streets by providing the first month’s rent for a new apartment.

______________________________________________________________________
Did You Know?

Research shows that it’s 43% cheaper to give chronically homeless people a permanent place to live than to leave them on the streets, cycling in and out of costly emergency rooms and jail.

What United Way is Doing

We’re providing solutions that work by focusing on permanent supportive housing. Over 80% of homeless people who move into this kind of housing stay there.
What You Can Do

$15 a month gives a chronically homeless person 1 week of vital health care treatment in permanent supportive housing.

______________________________________________________________________

Did You Know?

59% of L.A. County’s middle schools are defined as “low-performing”, which means kids aren’t making adequate progress in subjects like English and Math.
What United Way is Doing

Last year, we partnered with LAUSD to provide a redesigned school report card, giving over 600,000 parents the data they need to improve their local schools.
What You Can Do

$60 a month provides leadership training for youth, parents and residents so they can help reform their local schools.

______________________________________________________________

Did You Know?

Math and English Language Arts are core subjects for graduation and college. Yet only a third of California’s 7th graders are proficient in math and less than half are proficient in English. 
What United Way is Doing

We’re working with after-school partners across the county to increase academic achievement for middle school students. This past year, over 10,000 kids in L.A. County improved their performance in math and English.
What You Can Do

$100 a month helps a student stay on track for graduation by giving them a year of academic tutoring in after-school programs.

____________________________________________________________________
Did You Know?

Research shows that the more parents are involved in their children’s schools, the more likely their kids are to succeed. 
What United Way is Doing

This past year, we worked with parent organizations to train 3,800 parents to become leaders at their kids’ schools. 

What You Can Do

$15 a month helps train a parent on how school works so they can give their child the support they need to graduate.
______________________________________________________________________

Did You Know?

People who don’t graduate high school are twice as likely to live in poverty.
What United Way is Doing

Thanks to our Principals to Watch Leadership Academy, 16 middle schools significantly improved their API evaluation scores. We’re now expanding the program to include school leadership teams.

What You Can Do

$60 a month provides leadership training for youth, parents and residents so they can help improve their local schools.
Did You Know?

Reducing the number of California’s dropouts by half would bring in a little over $12 billion dollars to the state in terms of economic benefits, mostly from lifetime earnings. 

What United Way is Doing

Last year, we signed an unprecedented agreement with 17 other institutions, including business and labor, to reform L.A.’s schools so we can make sure more kids are graduating ready for college or the workplace.

What You Can Do

$60 a month provides leadership training for youth, parents and residents so they can help improve their local schools.

Did You Know?

Unemployment in L.A. County is now in the double digits for the first time since the early 90’s.

What United Way is Doing

Last year, we helped over 5,000 low-income adults train for jobs in growth industries e.g. green jobs, technology and health care. These are industries that provide good incomes with career ladders and are not likely to be outsourced.

What You Can Do

$75 a month helps an adult learn important job skills so they can secure a better-paying job with a career ladder.

______________________________________________________________________

Did You Know?

In 2006, L.A County’s working poor lost out on over $370M in unclaimed tax refunds. 

What United Way is Doing

Last year, our Earned Income Tax Campaign Partnership helped almost 40,000 people prepare their taxes for free and reclaim over $44M in total refunds.

What You Can Do

$10 a month helps get the word out about free tax preparations so struggling families can reclaim some of their hard-earned money.

